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Raborn Smeared o F
Columnist Joseph Kraft - has
ade use of remarks that he ad-
its “cannot be verified and verge|
"qn gossip” to portray Vice Adm.|
illiam Raborn, USN (Ret.), as|
ihcompetent to head the Central
telligence Agency.

“Adm. Raborn is supposed to
ispronounce the names of foreign|
dountries and personalities consist4
ntly”, Kraft reports. “His recoms+
endations are said to bear littlg
elationship to the facts he pre-
ents. On occasion, apparently, he
as broached as if they were fresh|.
atters, subjects exhaustively disq.
qussed only five minutes earlier.”]:
We are concerned about | thig-
urnalistic smear. We know Adm,
aborn as a man of ‘tremendouy.
bilities. He bossed the Polari
issile ' program and , earned na
ionwide admiration for its greaf|
uccess. Only a. man with extras
~¢rdinary energy and intelligence
ould have provided such a com-
lex weapons system in short or{
er. ‘
_Rebuttal of Mr. Kraft is in order .

cHem o a bl

- for Adm. Raborn cannot defend
timself against smears. The CIA’
as a policy of official silence.

‘In a way, we are not surprised
hat Adm. Raborn has beed"
meared.  Every director of thd-
CIA, which conducts the most senq.
gitive intelligence missions, hag-
een the target of abuse. Fortu{
ately, the Congress and four Pres{" !
ents in office since the agency: ’
as established have supported
oyal servants of the United State
ho have held the. position of dl
ector of the CIA. _

AY

Approved For Release 2000/09/08 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000100160117-1




